List of Common Progressions in Standard Type Songs
Ted Greene, 1980-10-01

After analyzing 150 or so standard type songs, it was observed that certain progressions kept
appearing over and over. Here then is a list of common progressions in standard type songs
(with song listing for reference).

Tunes that start with | —vi7 =117 = \V7:

Ain’t Misbehavin’ Mountain Greenery

A Summer Place My Foolish Heart

Beyond the Sea On the Street Where You Live

Emily (optional: IV for ii7) Polkadots and Moonbeams

I Can’t Get Started Since | Fell for You

I Could Write a Book Somebody Loves Me

I Got Rhythm The More | See You

I’m in the Mood for Love These Foolish Things

I’m Old Fashioned The Song is You

Love Letters This Could Be the Start of Something Big
Makin’ Whoopee Time After Time

Moonlight in Vermont With a Song in My Heart

More Zing Went the Strings of My Heart (1V for ii)

| —vi7 —1i7 — V7 (in other keys such as 111 or \V, or in home key but not at the beginning):

For Once in My Life (end) Once in A While (iig7)
How About You? Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head (end)
I Love You Sophisticated Lady

I Remember You Stella by Starlight

Lover S’ Wonderful

Misty Tangerine

Moon River (end) The Boy Next Door

OI’ Man River (end) You Go to My Head

And many others (many are actually ii7 — V7 then | — vi — ii — V)

i =Vvi7 —1i7 = V7:

The Days of Wine and Roses (end) Waltz for Debby

Quiet Nights of Quiet Stars [Corcovado] ~ What Kind of Fool Am |
Someone to Watch Over Me What the World Needs Now

This Guy’s in Love
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