Ear Training - Hearing Chord Progressions and Their Basses
Ted Greene 1987-10-12 & 13

PART I

For those who need this:

1) PREPARATORY:
a) Sing, hum or whistle the first 3 notes of the Db major scale.
b) Then sing just 1-3 (that is, leave out the second note of the scale now.) If you do this enough
(in your “bassier” register by the way), you will eventually just be able to inwardly hear 1-3
without having to go 1-2-3 first.

Now play: Y Of noNAL
" iii I
vy f e P Now play just the bass notes of these chords.
4 Now the full chords again.
4 i Repeat in many keys.
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2) PREPARATORY:
a) Sing the first 5 notes of the major scale.
b) Thensingjust1-5

Then play: :[l’ % :|‘_b
4"1) . T ‘P T Now just the basses. _
1 ] And the full chords again.
ﬁ Al B :b And now in other keys.
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3) PREPARATORY:
a) Sing the notes of the Db mgjor scale descending asfollows. 8-7-6-5- 4.
b) Thenjust 8 - 4 (we'll still call this1 - 4).

Then play: ﬂ
r‘j} 6” Now just the basses.
} And the full chords again.
4_ ' : : s : And now in other keys.
| 1 R
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4) PREPARATORY:
a) Sing thenotes 8 - 7 - 6 in the Db major scale.
b) Now just 8 - 6 (we'll still call this1 - 6)

Now play: -"T'; Yiﬁ"l., ;‘i

Vi1111 ' [t
] 1 ]
H

] (] e

Ted Greene, 1987-10-12 & 13 — page 2

Now just the basses.
And the full chords again.
And now in other keys.

Now review all of the above in one key at atime, comparing the sounds very attentively.
Repeat many times. Do thisdaily if results don’t come quickly. They will comeif you are determined.

5) PREPARATORY:
a) Sing the 1 - 3, then drop down to 4 below 1.

b) If thisistoo tough, try 1 - 3then 1 - 7 below 1, 6 below 1, 5 below 1, then 4 below 1,...

then 1 again.
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Now just the basses.
And the full chords again.
And now in other keys.

6) Do the PREPARATORY work for the following if you need to. Then play:
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7) Now repeat without theii7 chord: | -iii7 - V7sus- Ima7.

Do invarious keys and isolate
the bass as above, please.
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PART Il

Please do the appropriate bass singing preparatory work. After you play each example, isolate the bass
and sing it again. And do each example in a variety of keys to help saturate the ears with each

progression.
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| -iii7-1V - V7sus- | T @) | !!
"1 j N TR
HENEEEN TRER!
Cl A
2) Repesat and now 8 (T 5 71
add these: HAER
by
] 111}
QLIRS
Ab 7 Pl En Ay
3) Key of Ab T { TT®4@] 1T
| # ] | | |
T INRF] Ry 13# DIN
f1 1] } | I
il 1] L HEE! (189
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5) Repeat and now ‘ o | ol
add these: 2 | :
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Suggestion: o®e
Besides playing everything as written, for extra e e
interest (and increased hearing chops) try arpeggiating Right-hand pattern ,T
some of the examples, from the bottom up in 6/8 time > visual graph: .
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1) Key of Db
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