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REHARMONIZATION & BACK-CYCLING for CHORD MELODY PLAYING

Reharmonizatioris the processf enrichingan existingchord progressioror songby applyingchorc
substitutions, and re-interpreting the chords given.

Before starting the following exercise,it is assumedthat you already understandextensiol
substitution, b5th substitutions, & relative minors & majors, if not, do not undertake this page.
Thefirst songwe will useasa modelis "SwaneeRiver". Hereis the simplechordprogressior(givenin
the key of C):

C|lF |C |G [[C|F |G |[C |G |C |F |C [[C |[F |G |C
Y Y/ eI /1 /1 11 rrrrrrr 1 e 1 /1 /1
this symbol will mezach of phrase

Therearetwo basicwaysto reharmonizeanytune:1) to startwith the basicchordsasa guidelineanc
work themover; and 2) to chuckthemasideand startfrom scratch.We will usethe first methodfor
now. First, you should try extensions; you might get something like the following:

C7C6|F?7 |C/l9 |G7 |rfc7  HF7 -|G®B|C6 |

I I 11 11 11 1 Iy I I 1

G7G9 |C7T  |F6 |C6 |fC7 |F/9 |GP|C6 ||
/1 /1 111 11 11 11 11 /1 /1 11

This would still soundprettyordinarybutalittle betterthanbefore.By theway, you mayhavenoticec
thatmajorextensionsvereusedon| & IV chords,while dominant7th extensionsvereusedon V. This
is commonprocedurebut for a morebluseyor gospeleffectdominantextensionganbe usedon | anc
especiallyon IV IF YOU DESIRETHIS CHANGE OF TONE COLOR (thereareno rulesotherthar
personal taste so experiment).

Beforeyou try anyb5th substitutionsit is wiseto try back-cycling.Using back-cyclingyou mightenc
up with something like this:

C?z Gm7C7 |F7 Gl1 |E7#9 Am7 |D7 G7 I
11 / / 11 /1 /1 11 /1 /1
C7 Gm7 C9 |F9 G11 | Em7 Am7 D7 G7 | C6 I
11 / / /1 /1 / / / / 111

G7 Dm7 G7 |G7 Gm7 C7|F7 G9 |cC7  G7/6 ||
11 / / /1 / / /1 11 11 /1
C7 Gm7C7|F7 Gl1 | Em7 Am7 D7 G7 | C6 I
/1 / / 11 /1 / / / / 11

Now you couldgo backandtry b5thsubstitutions like Ab7 for D7 etc.You will find thatsomesong:
do notlendthemselvesvell to the b5thsubst.- Experiment The only realmissingingredientdetft in this
progressiorarepassingchords. The mostcommonplaceto putin passingchordsthatarenot coveredby
back-cyclingis whenleadingto I, especiallyfrom [Im (Il + [I7 also)or IV. Someof the mostcommot
ways found to be pleasing, of going IV to | are :

F Co |C ||: FD7 |C ||; RAb7 |C ||
/1

I /1 111 I Iy i Iy

FDm7b5|C  ||; D9DmM7b5|C || : FFm |C |

I I 1 I / Iy I I 11

In conclusion, every chorsubstitution that theoreticallpay be tried isempered byhe melody othe
song which still takes precedence over the harmony. Transcribed by S. H
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