Ted Greene

Chord Progression Vocabulary 1989-10-24

1989-10-29

We’ll begin in the key of E, using the 6 basic major scale diatonic chords:

E A B F#m G#m C#m
I IV V 11 111 Vi

Naturally, these chords can be and have been combined in many favorable ways. Some of the most popular
“formulas”™ are given below with playing examples too:
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Now with “extensions” of the added 9th:

PE M OE M DB N g o

T o these
1 extensions
,@; I ya R | ag_’ﬂ ! ﬂﬂﬁ:;:r? tol-IV-1-1

i
AR - 1 i RE 3! 'l
P | [ 1 i { il
R ) ] HEEE! fiid RR 1hy
optional
5) Reverse these for A/9 - E 6) ...Also [reverse] the above for A/9 - E/9
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Now gradually adding other chords, since we’re really leaving the key at this point.
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Suggestion: try an arpeggio texture in this progression
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You can hear these progressions in Western culture music of the last 30 years or so all around you. They do sound
familiar, don’t they? But if they don’t “grab” you as given, you must bring them to life thru application of various
rhythmic types and textures. I've said it more than once on this page because my experience is that people look at

the “dots” on a page like this and act as if it’s not music and forget to have fun with the material. Aside from any
physical difficulties, if you’re not having fun when you practice, we need to talk!

We’ll work with the key of A on this page. The 6 basic diatonic chords are:
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Now with extensions of the added 9th:
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Try reversing this 5)
progression and

maybe some of
your other favorites
in the last 2

— Ted Greene, 1989-10-24,29 p.3
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10) Coming attraction Gb Hb m Cb Db
(key of Gb): Does your guitar sound rich

A new key is a breath of

fresh air after so much
time in one key, yes?
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on these lower 4 strings?
If not, let’s talk.
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