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9 Main Areas of Music

For Variations or Improvisation or Extended Composition

Ted Greene 5-84 thru 1-17-1987

MELODY
a) Decoration (“Elaboration”) thru ornamentation or embellishment via diatonic chromatic
tones.

b) Abbreviation
C) Phrasing including concepts related to rhythm

HARMONY
a) Chord Quality — [part of “what”] (“level of complexity)
b) Chord Connection (Progression and/or same root movement) — [part of “how”]

Harmonic formulas for linear derived.
REGISTER [“where’] and SPACING (“Voicings’ and “Range’) [part of “what”]
TEXTURE(S) — [part of “how”]
HARMONIC RHYTHM: The frequency of changes of chords (a. regular or b. irregular)

RHYTHM
a) Tempo of the Beat(s) — Level 1
b) Meter (grouping of the beats and fractions of same)
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Not to mention r f r f and much more.
i) Regular accents as determining factors.
i) Regular displaced accents
iii) Irregular accents
iv) No accents?

C) Rhythmic Figures (Level 3) and/or constant rhythm in Level 2 (Beat or Fractions)
All of thisyielding: specific rhythmic types.

TONE COLOR

a) Instrumentation (related area: Density....one instrument? One group of instruments?
Two or more groups? All playing the same notes? 8va s?

b) Intrinsic variations within each of same.

DYNAMICS (related to Volume....and to Rhythm: accents)

FORMI[(AL) PRINCIPLES]
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